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IIONORA.RY CmZEN 0F BOLWGBROOK

FRIDAY, DECEMER

REE WHEREAS ‘Himayat Ali- Shair;.a- resuimt of F Palaslm has visited marqy places -
in n the worId dnd:clirrently; lounng the’ United Slafes. spectﬁnally Bolmg“bmok, Illmaxs
and ;

E WHEREAS he-is rccogmzed for his m.qnmtmml paetry wusic, the pubhshmg
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‘- WHERE!S n:swopnmthmﬂn"ﬂageqmdaxmthlln
‘Paki: -jointogether. 1o -re anﬂbmam o
NOW. IHEREFORE. 1, Roger C. Claar, Mdﬂnwdmafﬂx
V‘lIageafBolmgbrook W‘lImdDuPage Iltinoks, . do. hereby recognize: the
efforts - of ‘Himayat Ali “Shair, welcome: an . "HONORARY  CITIZEN - OF
."BOLINGBROOK". andpn:.wmlhe "msym THE. VILLAGE', 'aBolingbmokFlag, and

“Piiy'to him dnd-srge all: our mstdema 10 join together o celebmle ihis visit jmm our.
! honared  guest..
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. Aﬂzar’uhhy'?ﬁxmu
out. It has prozs and poctic |4

mm fromboth, seniorand '

now talants. Contriln‘ors

!

to the chort glory sectionin-

ciude Sultan Jemil Nqsmn\ .

- Tahir Haqyvi,
. Rafique, Anil Thakker and
Anwarnl Hague while
‘Jegan neth A_.ad, Sairghar
8iddiqui, Shshes. Adech
Echail, Usrea Jaon, Naima
khan, Babir’ Zehid ood
Umar barandi have contrib-

‘Thas lzsue aleo hes in'it's

Shakeeln

|

d't.‘xodnmsqmmtn

- keepign with the real facts

vaethurt the feelige of the

" non-bengalie who wers .
“settled in the earstwhile -

Bast Pakistan. A fcsv»hnu

‘ara reproduced here:

’Wauan pa Jo B\i Tahe -
_A.,ﬁd Ghmr Henpali
Thae

:. Unke Bhi Adnroon Khali

- ———— + — 12 e

fla art — 24 of Hemayat
Fldpa emaysl fuced the upheaval and had

AYi Shai’s eerizlized anto-

biography in poobic forra. It ’

depicts 1971 wgr and the

Ye Dhcle Bajte Thae

'BaharmZarh%Aknr

Wo Bakhabar Raha An- -

‘dntKnknxb&Akur’

| Ons ean 'not expect s |

'_-lapwonduwtofapod_

like his elathre. Had ha

) mpeﬂzmced the shock him-
© eolihs wau!d not have eaid

Dq- : ) ' ((_wur:-u'

Dbole IG Tarsh®



M
- WHY THIS CHANGE OF HEAR1?

Dr M.R. Kazml (Karacm) _
The Musllm(lslamabad) Monday 15 June |998

At Thls crltlcal juncture of our exrstence 1 wish. to.
bring to the attention ‘of your readers the verse-
-autblography of Hlmayat Ali Shair in_the Afkar,
Karachi, (May, 1998) wherein he has defamed the \
Pakis.a Army and depicted the non- -Bengali-
,populatlon of East: ’aklstan as agent of Indian. :
~ This is not a mere dlstortlon but a prevers:on of:
‘ facts When Bengali: mllltants and Mukti Bahini
-_,massacred non-Bengalis both before' and -after their
liberation .they charged them with being

collaborators of the Pakistan Army. R :

Today some people who |mag|ne that reglonal,

~considerations. can be different from national ‘

' .conSIderatlons accuse their, own Army and- thelr;
own. c:tlzens of protectmg their own terrltory =
It is - understandable if, Bengladesh or. Indlan -
o wr|ters dep|ct them as terrorists or agents, but it
- appears strange for Paklstam wrlters to do so.-
For long now, Political masochism has been the

only so-called mtellectual response to natlonal,'f ‘

’ crises, for long we. have been called upon to
apologise for defendmg our own teritory, without _
{imAny one pausing to reflect that Pakistan opposed

the st 'essmmst move ' of the Awaml League -

" because it's own servival was at stake just for the:

same reason. indian leadershnp blocked the

-mdependence of a United Bengal in 1 947

- - Itis now firmly estabhshed that de-e—Azam had
given his, assent . to S.H. Suharwardys Scheme of an
mdependent and United Bengal b--t Jawaharlal_
Nehru dissented.

- fap ethnlcally and lmgwstacally defmed provmce



| e
‘ yvcn the status of-a nation

would: follow and princely States would hold back\
d sélf very crudely
al weuld never agree
fnlorlty an. madvertent,

Nehri - however, expressed hi
_ saying that ihe Hindus of Be
to live as a permanent 1

~ endorsement of the two-nation
Th|s need: emphasus becau
has hinted in_ his 'yrical poetry
un-natural and perverted: ent:

\ Hlmayat Ali ‘Shair due to: h‘s'frequent V|S|ts is -
aware that’ a Iarge-scale massacre of non raclal Iove; .

affair.. iy
- ‘Another. orgy ef blood Shed began on Nrarch 1st,

”‘1971 |mm;ed|atetly after ‘Gen. Yahya ‘Khan -
annouriced postponement 6f the N.A. Sessmns :

"ayat AI| Shalr“;
hat’f"Pakl_s,ta,n wa\s an’

-

Awami League volunteers had serial . Numbers on; o

thelr areas whlch varled from nfles of spades

news: ef the genoclde te ‘p, otect Bengall residents in
West Paklstan, a very costly mlstake as attested by

Zulfigar - Ali: Butto: in- his reply to Yakoob Mallk the .

~Soviet representative of the Security Council. -
. The Army act
an invasion by-
effect "h‘ all started when e

cause octetre
Need Paklstam atithors: add to th 3 one-S|ded odlum

by ‘Pakistan has been turned as
Himayat Ali S,ha'r whlch means in-

: ack!" If the
a{10n~ |t ‘al,so '

_engahs‘but ﬂeetmgly a'nd dld not make |n a-_'

We had hitherto; pralsed Hlmayat Ah Sha|r from the

bottom of our ‘hearts speclally‘

or his 196’- War Poemu\”
- "Lahoo", but he himself has riot-included it in any of his o
_'onthclogtes or: ..cllectlens We are. eApected to app!aud i

protest poetry are we. not aiIOWed to pretetst agams* '

poetry which pmse and defames us"
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Prof: Sehar Ansari said “Aiana dar aaina” was first
_complete versified autobiography - ub Urdu. He had
very ably described his childhood -years, "the
formative period ‘of his-life and the conflict. of
. thoughts his-mind in young age was engaged with, .
_Dr. Peerzada Qasim paid genero_u/s complements to-
' his senior poei describing him as ‘a pathfinder” and

~ his book a very important document of the time. He

- recalled Shair;s long poem Bengal Say- Korea Tak
~ written on ‘the need .of universal peace, and may
other verses and admired him as a very genume and
truthful person and poet.

- Other .speakers included ND Khan a known -

political leader, who had great admiration for Shair,
and he said .a poet’s autoblography was 1nvar1baly
the biography of his age because po‘etsrepresented '
- their people. . '
~ - S.H.Hashmi,Vice Pres1dent of Arts Counc11
and Saifur Rahman Grami, praised Shair, and the
. - later expressed his.-gratitude on being the host on
such an auspicious occasion. | 4 :
* Jazib Qureshi read out a paper on-“Aaina dar
" aaina” and analyzed entically its qualities pointing -
out the lined where he - differed. His . some
blooraphxcai accounts of Shair.s life. Earlier. an -
- article of similar nature was read out by Raana Igbal
which covered most parts of Shair,s life and work.
The last to speak Shair himself,- paying
-thanks to the guests. He recited a. few verses on
~ persistent request from the audience. Elderly poet

- Raghlb Moradabadi recited verses written for the’
~occasion, congratulations- Shalr for hlS valuable = -

- contribution toliterature. © . - .
- The _ceremony, whlch lasted tlll late in

evemno was well attended.

 (Daily “DAWN? Karachi, feb. 18. 2002)
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- Aaina dar aaina the versnfled autoblography
of noted poet Hlmayat Ali Shair,” was’ launched
on saturday at Paklstan Arts Councnl

Dr. Farman Fatehpul who pre51ded over .. the
~ proceedings, - said, ‘Shair,s - long verse ‘was a historical
‘narrative and also a blography of h1§ contemporary writers.
' In that way Shair 1is a ' great poet, and his ‘poetry real,
genuine and truthful He introduced ¢ Salasi* the- shortest
“form of poetry and - composed long ‘poems as well which
' ‘proved the dexterity of his innovative mind, Dr. Farman
said, adding that this verse, Harf Harf Roshm was not only
addressed to his children but to.the entire new generation.

There was a long line of prominent y writers who has
come to evaluate Shair,s verse and pay thelr complements :
to. a. noted. contemporary poets also .a writer who has -
~_contributed to culture. and art in different - ways. A
broadcaster a researcher, a teacher, ‘a film maker, a
compere at the television and a poet much sought after in
.mushairas in = and - outside- the - country Shair ‘was
acknowledged by everyone 4as-a’ representattve of our
" time.’ _
Dr. Muhammad Ali Stddlqul sald Aina..... Was

. first 1f its kind written at a t1me when cultural values were

“ - deistintegrating. -Shair had - given. A ‘graphic and a very
fascinating  account of Auranoabad before the fall of
. Hyderabad Deccan - and narrated the early _years of

- Pakistan, when a hunt for easy wealth was rampant. Being

. a progresswe poet, Shair had made hlS experlences of hfe
- as.our own, Slddlqu1 sald ERRE R
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, lee many of hlS contemporarres Hlmayat mrgrated

o Pakistan and was. soon disillusioned by the turn of

* évents. But his faith in the ultimate triumph of mankind and

‘the success of the strugghng forces of justice and freedom
: 1emamed a constant factor in his litérary life.

‘During his’ professronal assignments in Jamshoro

University of Hyderabad he came in contact with the

- leading poet of Smdh, Sheikh Ayaz. Ayaz and other Sindhi

writers and poets mﬂ’uenced hrs thmkmg and remforced his
{aith in humamty e '
. It was quite approprlate for h1m to dec1de to write
his biography. But here again he- d1d not lose his. ingenity.
The ‘biography was written in. verse and. was published in
the prestigious monthly Jounal Afkar, from August 1995:to.
_September 1999. And now the blography has appeared in
- book form titled Aiana dar aaina.
‘ - It is an account of a period when socrety was bemg'
, 1estructured and two new independent countries were in the.
process of being formed. As a keen observer he 1ntent1y "
- ‘watched the development but reﬁlsed to glve up his faith in
- mankind.
’_ Aama dar aama not only reﬂects the thoughts of the
poet It also mirrors the currents and cross- currents of
,hrstory in its. formatrve perlod The’ poet remembers w1th ’
aﬁ‘ectron hid frrends whom he left behmd in Deccan , .
Himayat Ali Shalr is a versatile. poet.” With a rich
) backwround of . 'the  classics,  ‘he . has successfully
' e\perlmented various other forms and genres of_puetry,
The book represents his grasp of the art of communication.

- The readers: would, however wish him to write in
prose a comprehenswe hlstory of the lost days. That is the
* only appropriate format available: to a b‘1ographer “Writing

"hlstorv in verse can be an exciting exercise, but it cannot
~ convey ' facts. comprehensrvely Poetrv shas its own
Irm1tatrons This was realized about a hundred years ago by
. Ghahb who wrote letters to his friends when he. had

‘Contiuedonpagel71



Venwﬁ/mg/ (Dne/;/ Lufe

Akhtar Payaml

Tt was a strange phenomen on that the prmcely state
Cof Hyderabad Deccan, produced a number of progressive
‘writers and poets who emerged from the conventional and -

- obsolete traditions- ‘of an inward-looking society. They

bravely fought agamst consetvatism.and primitive values.

1If there was the -eccentric: Qasrm Rizvi who was fond of -

. day-dreaming and building castles in the air and whose
charismatic appeal attracted. a: large number of young
people to his. movement, there were also ‘many ardent
‘(ighters for freedom like Makhdoom Mohiuddin, Muslim
Ziaee, Sularman Ureb, Qamar Saheri and others: ,Hlmayat :

"~ Ali Shair was one of them. Fortunately for Deccan Qasim '

o ‘ ervr lost Battle. - ) A

; Hrmayat Ali Shair has hved a full and eventful hfe
“From his’ childhood’ n Aurangabad ‘which was his
birthplace, he nursed an 1rrepss1ble desire ‘to” change the
_pattern_of society. Moving from one: place to ahother, he -
carried with him an idealism that was the hallmark of his
generation. Never suecdihbin‘g t‘o’;pre:SSUres he acted as-a
determined man to carve his own path. From an early age,

e _he made his.mark in the literary. field.-His poems and prose

- pieces were published in many reputed Journals of the
vsubcontmem _ , S

T wo major. factors might have mﬂuenced hrs hfe~to
d. great- extent He ‘came from' -a- deeply religious
background:: And he was- the son of a police officer. But
these' two- ovemdm& factors could not deter him from
. pursuing his rebellious mission. In chardcter, there is one
~trace: of rigidity that orthodoxy génerally breeds. And he

- hasto mherlted any orthodoxv manners from his father. But -

his- verses could ‘not conceal his ‘bitternes that originated
" fromi his personal relatlon wrth the dlstant members of hxs

L »iamrly



. lObUSt and d

lhe ruler alik
" Himayat Ah
today.
" "The

Shair’s tho
evidence of
Without' que

has challeng

A

e In short we partlclpate in. the epic journey of
Shalr from his chlldhood days to what he 18
autoblography is the product of Hlmayat Ah
le career, and is especially interesting as and
his ideas on lifé and literature of those times.
stion, it is one of the most sonorous, at times,
elicate works-in verse form; and in doing so, he -
ed and reshaped 11terature ‘as this is the ﬁrst

autobiography-of its kind in Urdu. - -

_ - Last
and - mortal
unorthodox :
man of lette
shown -outs
vital’ity. S

~ some fhmo 3
'expresclon 0
Smali wondgé
<Himyat shou
but a genuim

’ 'J‘L“' AiSuan 39l psiae' «f I3 ..SJ-U'

but not the least; the materlai of hlS life, death
ty -aside, - his- pass1onate friendships, his
marriage,-his love for his children, his role asa
rs, is placed -within the context of art, he has
tandmg 1ns1ght and sense. - of. rlchness and

, Contluedflompagel69
ubstantial to say. Poetry 1s éssentiallv an
f emotions. This medium should not be abused.
’r Aaina dar aaina becomes prosaic at places
Id know that he is not a mechamcal versxﬁer
poet '

(Dal.y “DAWN’ Karachl March 17 2002) _
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MI??O’% IN MI??O’Z
AN OVERVIEW.

Ikram Beriw
(TORANTO CANADA)
: Hlmayat Ah Shalr needs no- mtroductlon He isa
~poet of repute; a Radio . and T.V. programmer, a film
‘Director and . producer, | -an Educator and - incorrigible.
Journalist. He has authored, as mary as, nine books: Six in
poetry and’ three n prose be51des a number”of translations
of regional languages of Paklstan Now he has come out

- with a monumental ‘work ‘of art = his- autobiography in - -

verse. The vigor, the frankness and the range of the’

_,autoblography “error in. error make 1t unrivalled: in

Urdu Literature. =~

In this autoblography, Hlmayat A11 Shalr began ,
'unfoldmo his life and lmeage when he was only a young
~ boy of ten. His intention, ‘probably, was to. let the world

l\now what manner of man-and’ mental ‘aof artlst he is. In -

turns brutal /and tender irreverent’ and ‘fervently devout,
_"self pitying, and defiant. Himayat Ali, Shair does indeed -
shown;, almost, every facet of his life and i image. Besides,
‘revealing his own. flamboyant «character and attributes
Himayat Ali Shair shows us the age in, which he lived so -
well and -moved:ahead. He has very: tautly ‘described the
“social ills, the political guiles- and- hornfymg intrigues of the
. courts and taverns and’ the streets' of aurangabad and also .
“the great’ cities of India and Paktstan before and after the o

© great divide:

To 111ustrate all thlS he has vxvxdly portrayed the _
humor ‘and rivalries, the passions and the tragedies of his.
times. While reading this autobiography, we see great and
small people move over and over hear their grumbling and -
_ squabbles, and yyatch_beslde t_he throne of the Nawabs and
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