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Daily DAWN Karach!
~ Himayat Ali
Shair’s wife
passes away

KARACHI, Nov 22 Wi of
poit Himayar All Shalr died in
Cunada on Friday, She will ba
burind in Canada, family sourees
salel,

Bhet wis also the mother of
Commander Roshan Ehayal of
the [EFE (Nivy), Karachl, and
AufbEKamal, the wpditor of
Duniynd-Adaly, o lterary maga-
aing,

She hind gone tw Toronto for
trantment of o lvar divonze
whaoiro hor two dons live,

Hovain will be hald hore on
sunday alter Zubr pravers in
Jamils Masjid, Taj Cantre, Bhah
Falsal Colony,

Arrungemants for Indiss liave
boon made ot hor residanes; C-H
45, Al-Faluh Soclaty, Shah I'i‘;llu.pl
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN. KARACHI.
Dear Mr. Himayet Ali Shair,
| read the sad news of your wife's demise with a
heartfelt grief. | find very hard to explain my feelings on
this tragedy with you. Please accept my heartiest
sympathies in these sad moments of your life. May
Allah Almighty give you courage to bear this immense

loss and may the departed soul of hers rest in peace in
Jant-ul-Firdos. Amen!
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Please Know that | am beside you In this hard times.
Sincerely

Shigeyuki Alaka
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God Bless her soul
May god give you the Strength to bear it.
Warmest wishes for a season of peace & more peace.

ZIA.
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Dr. Wasim Khan MD
Elegant personality

| feel very honored and privileged to write about my late mother
in law, | met har vary first time when she eame here at Baltimora,
USA In 1987, It was really a great pleasure to meat a person like
her, She had a calm and slegant personality, Her conversation
was wall balanced and to the point. She was conslderate and
sensitive anough to care the tenderness of each relationship
belonged, just not to her family but also to the family triends and
othars. She visited us couple of times after | got married with her
daughter, She has inheritad her politenass and respect of othera
In her daughter. Being her husband a great and famous “Poet" in
Fakistan, who is also recognized and well fespected abroad, she
nevar look this granted, Indeed she was humble and maintained
high eliquetie. There is 8o much that could be wrilten about har
but I think words can not express well my thoughts about her. |
will wrap up by saying that she was a parson you axpact will
never harm you or any body In any way,

Wasim Khan, MD

Pediatric Cardiologist |

Rainbow Babies and Children Hospital

Cleveland, OH,

United States of Amarlca.
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Dr. Syed Faraz Masood Rizvi

(Toronto - Canada)

The Most Painful Days OfMy Life!

| atill remember those days when it was hardly four months
when I got inta the final year of MBBS and just two months when
I got the result of my fourth year. Cricket week was baing
calebrated in our College, and | used io see the whole games in
which our class-team was playing, it was end-Septembar. But
whenever | came home on those times, | felt that Amanni was
being vary lethargic and onca or twice it happenad that she
wasn't able to stand up from sitting.

Alter one or two days, when | came baek from a friand's
place, Nana abbu told ma that my youngest mameon Dr. Baland
lqbal had called from Canada and asked me to take amanni to a
hospital, | called at differant places and learmed ihat one of our
College Professors Dr, Masood Hameed Khan was available at
OMI Hospital. Amanni, Nana abbu and me went to OMI, Ammu
Jaan (my eldest mamaoon) also reached there. Dr. Masood saw
Amanni and said that she had Chronic Liver Disease, and asked
ma for sema wark-up. The next day | took Amanni to Aga Khan
for Ulira-sound, and one of the radiology residents told me that
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gha had some spots In her liver, "What Da You Mean?", | asked,
the radiologist told me that she most probably has liver cancer, |
couldn't feal any earth beneath my feet, | asked her If she was
sure about It and she sald she was 90% sure and CT scan will
canfirm it, CT scan confirmed it. | was in utter shock.

| amalled Baland mama without telling anyene at home
axcapt my cousin Dr. Alny, he went through the shock and denial
phazsoe, he was constantly sending me emails "Faraz are you
aure?" and "What are you sending me?" but | was helpless, | was
aending him the reports which | was getting. We all were
halpless,

Tha naxt day ma and Nana abbu were to go to Dr. Masood
whare he had to tell the reports to Nana abbu, which | already
knew. The same day in the morning | went to Civil Hospital and
told him the reports, | still remember his words, he said, "We have
Ioat the battlie”, later Baland mamna called him on phone and
requested him not to tell the reports of Liver Cancer to Nana
abbu. | was not in the position to handle Nana Abbu at that time, |
[ stmply didn't have that courage.

On tha 8th of October, Baland mama camaea to Pakistan and |
still remember he wapt In my room, becausa still at that tima, ma,
Ainy Baji and Baland Mama knew ihe whole story. The very next
day he took amanni lo ER of Aga Khan, where after basic workup

she was admiited to the Hespital. [n the hospital her all workup
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was repeated and she was diagnosed to have Liver Cancer.,
Even at the point, we didn't disclose it to anyone but told
avaryone that her condition was serious, In the meantime Baland
mama was busy with Doctors le decide the next step and also in
homa with all the elders. Jawedan aunty, Moona aunty and
Baland Mama usad to stay with Amanni at nights. Ammu faan,
Auje Mama and Tasneem aunty spend a lot of time with Amanni
inspite of their hectic job hours and espacially Tasneem Aunty
who had a six months baby, Ainy Baji and me used to stay during
the day. Kiran, Khuriam, Sahir, Adeel and Azar and other kids
inspite of their exams used to come and spend time with Amann,
although thay never knew she had cancer.

Then Mama, Nana Abbu and all the big-ones decided that
we would take Amanni to States and Canada for treatmaent, On
the 17th of October, Amanni, Baland Mama and me flew for
Canada and after staying a day at our house in Toronto we weni
for Cleveland, Ohlo, where my youngest Khala, Dr. Zerafsharn
Syed (Gurlya Khala) and her husband Dr. Wasim Khan were
living. We admittad her to the Metro Hospltal, Cleveland and then
disclosed there to everyone that Amanni had Cancer. Giirfya
Khaia just had a baby merely 2 weaks old, still she was on her
faat for Amanni, sha had no other choice, she was crying and
running back and forth to hospital and home to keep things

running. Baland Mama's wife Shajia baji was in Cleveland foo,
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she was also caring for Amanni, Wasirm Bhal did avarything he
could do to make things better and contacted with every Doctor
ha cotld.

in the hospital, we didn’t tell the doctors that we knew she
has cancer, her all invastigations were repeated from the very
start, may be that was our danial phase or wa wera expecting a
miracle that something will happen that will change the course of
the disease but now [ think miracles ara not meant for us, they
are only meant for prophets!! The result was tha sama, she had
Liver Cancer. Thay told us that she is not going to live too much,
at the most 6 month, but most probably 1-2 months, that was the
end of Octobar. At that time Baland Mama was busy emalling all
around the world for Liver Transplantation, there were many
hurdles, some problems ware in the system others were with
Amanni's case. He emailed Singapore, India, Europe and within
Siatas and other countries, but avaryone told us that it was
impossible due to some reasons, he still didn't give tp and kept
trying.

Al that time Nana abbu was unaware of all these things, he

cama to Cleveland, and [ stil ramember Amanni was wearing a
Rad Sarea that day, | was teasing Amanni " know why are you
wearing a Red Saree bacause your "Pateedev” is coming today" -
and she was smiling back at ma, it waa the very same saree she

was wearing at Baland Mama's wadding earfier that September.
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In Claveland, we were hopelass, so hopeless that even ona of
the American Fellow wept In frent of us because she saw us
passing through same phase as she once passed during her
father's fliness, A study madication was also tried, which was only
fried on 16 pationts before, whera it showed that it brought some
improvement in soma people but that trial medication didn't help
aither. Then we came back to Terento on tha last day of October.
Aftar that, Amanni's condition started detariorating, her jaundice
was increasing and she was getting confused, we took her to the
hospital thrice in thrae weeks while we were in Canada and stif|
Baland mama was in contact with different Doctors all around the
world to find a way out, just to see If there was light at the other
end of the dark tunnel, for just a miracle,

During this period, my mother was suffaring from har bad
stomach pains while in Toronto, they were so bad that she
couldn't do anything, and we had to give her sleeping plils and
ather medications to keap her away from waking up and
exparience pain. They started when she heard of Amanni's
Cancer news whan we wera in Claveland and it took about 3
weeks to come her lo normal,

That was a time when every member of our family Jld mora
than they could do, Samina Aunty, my eldest maini, who was
always on her feet no matter it was Karachl or Toronto to take

care of Amanni and Nana abbu, daily came to see Amanni from
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her job and stayed there till past midinight, and often she stayed
at our place for caring Amanni. Jamal Mama and Farheen bajee
alse came from job and did averything thoy could do. Shajla Bajl,
meraly a newly wed bride of 2 months was in our house and was
standing side-by-side with everyone 1o take cara of Amanni.
Gurlya Khala came from Cleveland to Toronto and rented an
apartment just to keep her kids in that apartment so they couldn't
disturh Amanni, she was divided betwean her kids and Amanni.
Besna, my sister took a leave of one waal from her University,
avan Talal, Sana, Fairy and Fawwaz wera there for Amanni,

I think it was 15th of November, Amann| got badly confused
and we immaediatly called 911, | saw Nana abbu crying and
saying Khuda hafiz to Amannl, when they were carrying Amanni
an a siretcher, sha was rushed to Toronto Genaral Hospital. |
renched there a little late, Samina aunty, Jamal mama and his
wife Farheen Bajee were with Amanni and | was in ER walting
room when Baland Mama suddenly came out and took me
outside and started erying, said that "Drs say i Is hard If she'll
survive this weekend", It was friday. Amanni miraculously came
back that night and she was admiited to tha floor, Evaryone
including Nana Abbu, Ammi, Abbu and Guria Khala were In the
hespital but her eondition started worsening hour by hour, and |
slill remamber when we all were sta nding around her, erying and

asking her to wake up and she was lying their quietly.
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The next day, Amannd got a little bettar, just enough te opan hor
eyes and recognize, when nana abbu was thera basides her and
he said "Meraj" she opened her eyes and when Gurlya Khala
brought her daughtar Zoya to her, and when we sald, "Amanni,
dekheln kaun aaya hai', she opened her ayas, saw Zoya and
amiled, that was the last time she literally smiled,

But that was far a little time she got better, har condition got
bad, for not to become good again. And after that she didn't
recoghize anyena, she was being fed through her veins, she was
tea il o take food by mouth, she was literally In coma. Me and
Baland Mama spend that week in the hospltal, we saw her
condition getting worse, that was the most painful days of my life.
Then doctors sald that we should take her aither to home of any
Palliative Care Facility, because nothing was laft except for
palliative cars, so on the 20th of November, we brought Amarni
back to our home.

Tha next day me and Jamal mama went to downtown to gat
the strong pain medications - to kil the pain which was hurling
Amanni. Whan we got homae, | gave them to Baland mama and
wenl to washroom, | was readily called that amanni's condition
had suddenly got bad. When | came back to her room, everyone
was crying and baland mama was checking her BP and pulse, he
asked me to call 911. | ran dewnstairs while calling 811 and saw

Nana abbu and Guria Khala coming from outside, | asked thom
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to go te Amannl. | also get a call from Samina aunly who was
asking me how Amanni was doing, | asked her to come
immadfately. The erew of 811 reached in a few minutes, thay
tried to resuscitate amann! but in vain, the inevitable had come
aned she took har [ast braath to laft ug foraver. | won't forget that
mamant for my whale life, we all were erying badly, even af that
time Nana abbu showed ua the degree of inteflectuality he
possassas by the way he reacted and controlled his emotions, at
that time when the love of his life was snatchad away from him,
tha love of more than fifty years. That was Thursday, the 215t of
Naovembar 2002, the worst day of our lives,

My abbu was at fob, he came back rushing. Wasim Bhal
camae back rushing from Claveland In five hours too. My sister
Beena came from Wataerloo whe had left the same moming, in a
few hours wholae of our house was fillad with people including
Mazhar Bhal and Uzma Bajes, Parvez Bhai and his wife, wa all
ware there for Amanni and for each othar. The Police Coroner
also came there and asked us about the funeral arrangemants.

Amanni had a smile on her face when she lefl. We often
asked each other why she had that smile, we used our humanly
thoughts to answer i, was she too happy to leave that pain which
was haunting her for so long?? or there was some "big" reason
behind her smile or was it a mera coincidence?? Wa don't know,

but wa knew thal our "Gahwara" was b}ukan, ghe had loft us
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Oamar Unele - amanni's naphew and Amanni's sister Nawab nani
from India and from many other people.

According to our lslamic faith, Quran is read after the death
of a parson to give spirtiual peace to the deceasad and the living
ones. Innumarable numbars of Qurans were read all over the
globe by the peopla wha admired and lovad Amanni, it was then |
reallzed that fame and menay are secondary things, the thing
which really matters (s the love you give lo othars, And suraly
Amanni mat everyona with a warm and open embrace throughout
har lifetime, and dalivered her love to others, which wa recelved
back after her death and for that wa're thankful to avery ona of
them.

Although she has gone, but she is immaortal in our hearts,
in our every thought and imaginations, I can still feel the touch of
my Amannl'a hand on my head when | used to keep my head on
har lap. | want evaeryone to feel that intensity and emotion | have,
bacause those who were in direct contact with Amanni will
remarmber everything of hat, but | want that the coming
genarations of our family to feel her as daaply as we did, to feel
that pain that sha had to go through or we are going through.

| algo wrola this with the Intention that whenever wa 'l read
it we could feal het prasence among us, because ils the law of
nature, we only remember those wha have a constant influence

In our lives, but those who go away, wa usually lose that
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influence and forget them and | don't want myself ar anyone alaa

in our family to lose that influence.
Wae lova you Amanni and we will never lat yours and Nana

abbu's "Gehwara" shatter away - that's a promisef
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Beena Masood Rizvi

(University of Waterloo, Canada)

“What Can Be Said About The Loss!"

It's baen almost a weak now that I'm trying to capture
some of my memories regarding Amanti in words, Evary tima | sit
in front of my computer or with a paper and pen in my hand, |
kaep on thinking but don't know whaere to start from.

Thoughts about Amanni come to mind all the time;
somathing hera or there reminds me of har, someona Says
something, and | would relate ft o Amanni, so many times my
Ammi says something and | feal defavu'...Amanni! But when it
was my turn to scatter my thoughts on paper.. [ was loat and did
not know whera to start from.

Shall | start with the very first memorias | have of her? Or
wilh the last bitter onea?? Shall | write about how she was ane of
the maost influential peaple who have groomed my self baing and
is the source of my ultimate motivations or about how her
absence has stirred my emotional life?
| am wandering...drifted away within my thoughts.

First thing that comes to my mind whenaver | think about

her is the smile she gave me when | went (o Torento to meet her,
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as she was brought here from Pakisian with seme untulfilled
hopes of cure. This was the 18th or the 13th of octoberos,
almaost 31- 32 days before her death. She was sick and suffering,
but her smile was the same maotherly,comforting, alfectionate ona
sha always used to have on her lace, but there was something
@lse to it. | can naver forget that look in her eves, all | could sep
there was pain, ache, and agony. Moreover, to my surprisa, |
noticed an unusual expression; she was lrying to recognize mel it
ook her a whila to tecall my name, | was shocked and
dishearted, It was not uniil now that | started to nolice sevaral
vther unusavalities In her cognition that made me beliof what my
brother had teld me about her ilness only a coupla of days
bafora,

This tutned out to be the last tima she smiled at me...and s
preserved in my mind forever!

We all were siruggling hard to bring her back. She was
going far, way far beyond our reach, Not only her physical health
but even cognition was severly affected and wa were losing her.
We all wanted to take all of her pain away, we all tried as best as
wa could, we prayed, we did what so aver was possible and not
possible to bring her back to us, to bring har smile back to us, but
our endeavors seemed to fail,

I loved to go sit In her fest when she would be sitting on

that particular sofa chajr in our huge ‘Hall' room, as we call i She
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used o ask mae to let her go, cause she was tired of aitting thera
of had to use the washroom, but | never wantaed to mova. She
usad to say that | am like a 'saas'to her...and that too an avil
one, because | loved to annay her. Nana abbu always says that |
m his ‘amma’ so | used that as a llicense’ to act like Amanii s
'sqas’ | know she loved me and always enjoyed my stupid little
jokes.

| remember thosa days whan my family was in Saudi Arabin
and | and my older brother were living with Amanni nana abbo.
Coming back from college in those hot scorching summars, all |
wanted to do was to go and lie down beside Amanni with my
head on her lap, She would ask me to go change, frashen up, eat
somaething and then gat some rest, but | always wanted to lie
down beside har as seon as | was home. How could she realiza
how relaxing It was to be with her,

| wondar if aha did.

Somatimes | ponder if Amanni is really not among us any
more. It faals as if Amanni is in Pakistan at our home in Shah
Falsal Colony. | find if 50 hard to convince my self that she really
has left us for aver. Although | 2aw her by my very eyos that
antire she was going through in the last few draadful days of her
life.

It was the moring of the 21st of November, mid of

Ramadan, when | had to go to Waterlao, whare my unlvarsity is,
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from Toronto to write my exam and come back the sama night. |
ramambaer calling home from university just before | was about to
leave for my exam and my brother teliing me that we've lost her
forever. | can't recall what happenad after that or how did | react
i it but | remember how | was trying to get hold of my [riends
most of whom had already left for the exam. | was not able (o
think straight at that time and needed someone around me.
Luckily, | got hold of ona of my really nica friends, Nimita, who
tried to arrange a tide for me to the main bus station. It was
freezing cold and snowing at that ime and i was standing outside
waiting. | was in a rush so took a cab Instead and managed to
raach the bus station right on time, bul the bus was iale/

These 3 hours, was the longest tima of my life. | was trying hard
to step my tears while | was in the train and the bus. [ recall now,
and wonder what all those people around me would be thinking,
but | had absolutely no sanse of self control then. | remember this
ona stranger, who cama up to me and asked ma that why | was
arving and if | was lost and need any help, while | was wailing at
the main bus terminal to get a bus to Toronto, He was Persian
and would be around 55-60 years of age. He somehow
racognized that | was muslim too and asked me if [ was fasting. /
was fasting and in all this hassle had completely forgotten to
braak my fast, and the iftar time had passed almost one and &

half hours agol He bought me something to eat and let me use
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his cellphone for | had to call hemae long-distace and had no cash
money on me at all. Ha kept talking to me to make me fael batter
throughout the way. | remember him talling me about how his
wife died a couple of years ago and what he and his children
want trough that time. He made me realize how in a way It s 0
mueh batter for Amanni that she doasnt have to bear her miseries
anymarel He gave me his contact numbers bafora he had fo
lnave and told me to contact him whenaver [ have a problem. |
am vary thankful to him for all he did without aven knwing me at
all, because now | undestand that in timas of auch troublas, how
even complate stangers can be like aniels.

On my way to Toronto | couldn't believe that | was actually
going through all this. | know how hard was praying to god that
this all somahow turns out to be a nightmare, | was trying to
realize how is that even possible that Amanni has left us for ever,
and than | started to balleve that this all is just a dreadiul
nightmare and that | will come out of it soon, but | could not!

| can never imagina what my Ammi was going through
whan baing her grand daughter | was going through a hell,

| raached home and there was my Amanni lying on tha bed,
sleaping deaply, exactly how | saw her in tha moming bafore
leaving for Watarloo, | had always read and heard people talking
about deaths of their loved ones, | had watchad on T.Vand

movies people mourning over similar scenarios, but never had |



(yla ol )lod) poassd plpen P

undaratood how exactly it fesels like.

Sha had a smile on her face; that we often wonder of why!
It was the sama serene, affectionate smile she always used to
hava on har face; placid and calm. Aftar long had | saen her
smiling fike that! At last she s liberatad from all her miseries!
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Sahir Shafig

(Karachi)

For My Dearest Grand Mother

Mairaj Naseem

Missing you In avery minuté af my life.

Miasing you so badly that air of your love surrounds me
and feals ma you are somewhare around me.

| teal your touch but | can't touch you.

| am fesling warmth of your breath

but my breaths don't returm to ma

touehing yeour face.

Fealing your silky soft hair shadow on my

aves but [ can't comb tham with my hand.

Your words whisper in my e4rs

but when | speak no ona is the listenar.

| fewl that your expressive eyes are waltching me
but it seems like a daydream.

I feal your care and support with me

put | can't protect you in tha same way.

veu are in front of ma but | gan't hug vou,

it all seems miracle, magic of love.

Does the same magic happen to you?
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Talal Roshan
(Toronto - Canada)

The most precious Jewel
(215t Nov 2002)

Can't belleve you are not with us anymaore
Your absence has shad billions of tears,
Please havae marcy oh my Lord!

All that time, those moments, those peacelul days
Wil make us weep, everytime wa,ll look at our fate

| love you a lot "Amanni® that's all | can say
Remambar those mamorlas,
Think about you until my eyes are rad

Still remambaer that smiling face when you were lying lifeless
Your soul was in heaven and our grief was endless

And now wa gather around your grave
Praying to Him, whao blessed us with tears and taok you away

Alone In that grave, u must ba cold
| tealizod it last time, while clearing the snow

My God you have taken the most pracious jawel
We'll cry all lives, thls pain won't heal
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Faryal Roshan

(Toronto - Canada)

My Amanni', Why did you go away?

We used to be 5o happy, remember, when | used to teach you
english? And somatimes you went for some work and used to
say ‘its really hard' or somathing like that, Remember the time
when you & | used to sleep logether at night. | used to kick you in
the stomach. Well.. .that has changed | don't anymore. When |
taught you aenglish and used to give u homework. Do u remambor
the time when Fawwaz, Shadab, Hani & | had some kind of
contest that who would massage your arms, legs & forehead
better. Ramember the time in Canada when Fawwaz & | used to
come for lunch & vou made us omelats, fries and stuff like that.
Dao you still remember in Canada we used to go on walks, like in
evening sometime, well that was fun and all. Oh wall... all | got to
say Iz we all miss you a million and love you a lot too, You were

the most kindest & carlng person ever,
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By Syed Fawwaz Masood Rizvi

(Toronto - Canada)

My Lovely Grandmother

| had the graatest grandmother. | always loved her and | still do.
Mostly avery night | used to massage her legs and she said that |
massage the best. | miss her too much. Whon | want to Ganada, /
missed her a lot. So | wished that she could coma hare, and
when she did, It was not a good day, she was really sick but not
as mueh as she got later. | thought she will be fine in a waek but
it got worse, thats the time when | started getting really worried.
Sha was only 66 and | could not imagine that she could get that
sick. Baland mama and my bhaiya, Faraz bhai were helping her a
lot, Baland mama s a Doctor and bhalya was going te be a
Doctar then, Qverall evaryens helpad, but Mama and Bhaiyi
halpad the most. The people wha took care of my Amanni, | wish,
they live happy lives. [ am proud of Baland mama and Bhaiya. |
wish Amanni [s happy where she Is and | know wheraver she Is,
it's a batter place than this. She is alwaya in our hearts and we

can never aver forget har.
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