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MODERN PERSIAN POETRY
By: Dr. Ishaque

THE SULASI

Ayati Claims to have invented a Verse-form, which he named
"Sulasi."(Triplets) It consist of three hemistichs, all having the
same rhyme, a a a. This from, he asserts, became popular
among the poets who subsquently invented the Musallas and
Sih-gusha, i.e., traingular or three-cornered. The following
Sulasi of Ayati is quoted as a spicimen.

’/}WU’/&J’KL’&»&’L
..475 f’,u,{, =y e
7 b S s s CL =S
O that thy bad companion were like unto a mirage!
He is not a mariage, he is like fire and water.
That burn thy garden and devastate thy home.
To sum up this section of the chapter, we come to conclusion

that:-
1. The forms look like modification of the classical models.
2. Only a few poets have so far made innovations.
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for

3. Few modified forms have up to now been produced.

4. These have failed to become popular.

5. The movement, though now it lacks vitality, does not seem
to have exhausted its possibilities.
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é;’uﬁ/{fé/d/muf Any writ of the wind

s ) . ~ Itswon, every seed ¢ Ll LEARNIN G
//(;)64 & J’/; Y Uf//’/ Is credible tree ‘j“)a N //.. i J:’/ Bless me with some fresh

1 ] . K Verse, O lord of lords

e ¥ P T S o If unswon each mark o R L e e o

Of breeding is moss P
Lz o o1 # o F Ofmind, thought
Has been waiting long
For Gabriel the great

# KNOWLEDGE

<. . . Ifyou'd die work

bSO I Y&t/ Wonders are you die b
N o - STYLE

[ 2 AWE s SV g Ifyou'dlive, O heart! 1 L.
el o = In this lonely nook o v /U’ I U ) Uf How to sculpt and decorate
b e L5l L/ J(f Into the heart of words acy: d oot On the from of thought unseen

Like the content slip u,’ G J p &/ d/ U )w Gowns tailored by the words?

POESY

34"

A LAST WORD s, ) Many a strom's commove
: 2 5 Each N every word J’MU.? Jbs d/d: /& Ineach wave of the sea
7 G “ L ) .
iz )i; v iy U b3 g Vindicates itself J/J(L'é— Flusun 4 Stlll press towards
Jilbpm U 2 U4 UK Why not learning be L " ., Beach without name
Prerequisie of faith S bt us Sus Donning fund of the heart

T e 1 o
il ‘f{ el 2 / "Assertion" is the start In the boats of words

Of the Prophet hood
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REVELATION

I was a man of Parts, scholar
erudite

On waking my worth I did
realize

Wrapt in clock of words I was
fast asleep

POINT OF VIEW

Lying on the Path
This one humble stone
Can be God if faith

Is bestowed on it

ACCESS

Who flung lasso on
Angel Gabriel

I was wondering lo

Close to me I saw
Shadow of a cloud
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THE MIGHTY PEN
'Tis is a minar proof

Of greatness of Pen

That on speechlessness
Glib tongue is bestowed
May be stone on the road
It is a milestone.

CERTITUDE

Yes, 'tis pretty hard
Not an easy job

We too shall the town
Of learning explore
We may be witless
But not ignorant

Like stubborn Bu'Jahal

SELF DECEPTION
Men of letters run

Round N round the words
How shall I impress

This fact on the dons
That these gimmicks are
Not true scholarship
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EXALTATION

We were blind to
Beauty of our earth
Witnessing the world
O'er the moon, we learnt
If we raise ourselves
E'en this dust is light

LIFE

Shadow chases the sun
Night follows day

All mobile and firm
Things play hide N seek
Each aspires alike

But no one is caught

DIALECTICS

I'm the creature and
Maker of this life
My being is but
Pack of opposites

if venom am I

As am its antidote

For
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METAPHYSICS

By word, tint N tone

We express ourselves
Beyond the mind in each
Image and character
Man's desire rests

In the dream of man

PROGRESS

"Vagrant clouds your

Height's an escape"
Raising head with pride
Tiny shoot observed.
"Planting feet on earth
Towards the sky rush'

VIGILANCE

Tell the proud wind
Not to forget that

The Vagrant hurricane
Blowing O' er the rains
If settled, become
Giant mountains too
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PRESUMPTION

Happy is the sun
That the night's spent
How I wish it knew
This truth also that
Night has been in
Legion shadows spilt

THE OTHER SIDE

This pose of the sun
Isn't Proof at all
Light does ever hold
Mirror upto me
Shadow isn't what
Blackness my inside

TRAGEDY

I have a feeling that
[ am not in my
Figure nor I am

In this universe

Just reflection in
Rusted looking glass

Fed
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TRANSMIGRATION

Though the sun did descend

Into the grave of night
Still the earth was not
Divested of light

Sun rose in the guise
Of the moon N stars

CONDITION

Never does the sun

Show up when 'tis night
In this world indeed
Your shadow as well
Walks along with you
Only in daylight

CONCERN

Between shade N light
Deistinguish you can't
Be at day or night
When'er darts a ray
Shadows too set out
Lusting for the light
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Bloody beast in the wood

LA 1//02‘)(,,,5,,,!}'} K‘ﬁ% Was my neighbour then
For saving my skin

Ve e ‘J£> Uf‘é—t.f' e &' To the town I turend
A7 L Euse 2 < G + One quardraped's here

To my mortal foe

Ji eca
. # . TRADITION OF THE
dFrfei:d ¢ RECENT

Jjb/pjétffafr}',, No self-knowledge nor
e . New insight it gained
J /d' v “’”’/f”‘f‘ Ah! that people still
Does worship the moon
Whose tradition is
"Splitting of the Moon"

sl INSPIRATION

Wi . No longer are we devouts
U Tl ra un Still for you O Boundless God

/f —hl & Y We make home in every lane.

VG IF U e

(104)

L4

U/ HELPLESSNESS
< Ah! who shares here
at’nulp’fég}/uﬁuju/ sorrow of your soul

‘ . Whene'er in your heart
’/’wk”d”/f‘.‘%‘L W'J%utd’ Stirs a sleeping pain

‘Lt'nu'/; U’g ‘ﬁj,;ﬁ Even a tear-drop

Your lashes resent

INTELECTUAL
&5 We who in the dark
7571 :
Like a taper shone
Lt Gt usbefi L A Amid lankies we

A, . .. Melted in our flame
u.‘.’._ftu:l;ig; U-waé UXUP And 'tis, we who did

Lﬁc/‘l?(f:_h,«/uﬁ Cf{"(f‘(:/" In this meeting Dwarf

ST SYCOPHANI
When the sun was up
& f 7 ik V4 ¥ &+  Prostration was deep
&&)Jdb({g})?ﬂﬁ@/r As .1t set the hear.‘t
. Inkiness was a sight
E i LS UsrEstd  Een the be Pigmies did
Shoot up in their size
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(Lorentian University Sudbury. Canada)

SULASI

Those who have had an opportunity to read what Himayat
wrote know the fact that he has not only significantly modified
and adopted existing peetic techniaque and style, but invented
many of his own. He is a torch bearer of triplets (sulasiyan)
which totally bear his stamp. He invented them. He created
them. They are neither prototype of Japanese Haiko nor the
shortend from of Quatrins or Rubiyat. They are unique
contribution and a precious gift to Urdu poetry made by him.
They have resolution of time in altimate peace, Joy and ectasy.
Take a look at some of them.

REVELATION

g)& —/ ! /’é 9% J}I/
e = U LU
Jf/ S I :/g

Bless me with some fresh
Verse, O' Lord of Lord's
In the Hira, the cave of

Intellectual maturity

The sublimity of thought

Still awaits Gabriel
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EXHIBITION

On all lips you find

The Quran, Prophet, God
Every word's today
Empty of content

Like nameplate hung
Outside the house

EQUALITY
mrough out their live
Yet at Prayer time awhile

Just to make an exhibit

Of their faith for Public sight
Pose together side by side
Serf N monarch in a file

MAGNETISM

Who could ever get
Free from bond of space
"Lucknawi" is one

The other "Jalandhari"
Quit their native place
Yet cherish its name
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The insignificant stone
stranded on the pathway
can attain divinity
if adorned with faith

The above are only a few specimen of his worthwhile
experience in Urdu poetry.They have depth, comperhensive-
ness of vision and wholesomeness of thought, the same can
safely be said about most of the Triplets. In feeling, in
approach, in imagery they are excellent. They are realistic,
rationalistic and romantic. They are realistic because the poet
felt very dispassionately without receiving dectation from his
emotions. They are reationalistic because Himayat employed
his sharp eye and keen mind for making unbiased analysis of
the themes he picked up. Many of them are romantic because
they reflect his strong feelings and passion for love and
understanding. They are a kind of experience which originate
in delight and culminate in wisdom. They are the product of
his unusual thinking and creative genius that he applied both in
poetry and criticism as evident from his book "Shaks O'Uks"
(The personalities and their refelctions), and other critical
writings. The Sulasiyan undoubtedly gave Himayat a
recognition that many can envy of.

(From "THE SCHOLAR-POET, HIMAYAT ALI SHAIR")
A book compiled by Prof. A. Q.Zia. Canada.
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In every wave of builging sea
many of storm commove
yet I feel attracted
to an unidentifiable beach
adorning the vessels of speec
with heartfelt emotions

FINAL STATEMENT
birs lj/'j;}ba o&,’z’ B s
Jil L5 w (l‘u{; o Ul
BT K er o S

Every word uttered vindicates itself
why not learning be the
prerquisite of faith
After all, assertion is the
stepping stone of prophethood

ANGEL OF VISION
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